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HE following Diſcourſe (in a plain 
and eaſy Stile, ſuited to the meaneſt 
Capacity) was compoſed chiefly for the poorer © 
Inhabitants of the Dioceſe of Bath and 
Wells; - amongſt whom the good Biſhop ©: 
had deſign d to diſtribute great Numbers of © 
them, had God ſpared him a few Weeks © 
longer. The Copy was ſent to the Preſs a 
very ſhort time before the late Dreadful Þ 
Tempeſt, which put 4 Period to the Au- 
thor 5 Life. 2 
May the good Inſtructions herein con- 


Repent ance for all thy Sins paſt, and may ſt 
thou ſtand always ready ro quit this Earthly 1 
Tabernacle, when, or in what manner ſoever 
Death ſhall give theee the final Sm , 
So prays thy Servant in Chriſt Jeſus.] | 
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A Diſcourſe concerning Sins of In- 
firmity and wilful Sins, 2with 
another of Reſtitution. 


| F Intend to diſcourſe of Sins of Weakneſs, or in 
| firmity, called in Scripture Errors and ſecret 
Faults, and of wilful or preſumpruous Sins ;; 28 


er |: alſo of Reſtitution. 
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bs 1 And firſt of Sins of Weakneſs ; and that in i the 


* follow. ing Methods 


I. I ſhall confider the Nature of Sins of 
Weakneſs or Infirmity, called Errors and 
ſecret Faults, very often eſcaping even our 
own Odiervation. <4 

IT, The Etfe& of theſe Sins upon us as to 
the Favour of God. #4 


; III. The Obligation that lyes upon us, upon | 
bl the Score of theſe Sins. f 
v r 2 
1 . I wal give an Account of the Nature oſ Sins 


of Infirmity. 


ſus. | A Miſtake here is of infinite Danger to the Souls 
© of Mcn, Becauſe theſe Sins are conſiſtent with the 
S607 Fayour 
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T HE Pe — (in a plain 
and eaſy Stile, ſuited to the meaneſt 
Capacity) was compoſed chiefly for the poorer y 
Inhabitants of the Dioceſe of Bath and 
Wells; amongſt whom the good Biſhop © f 
had deſn d to diſtribute great Numbers of 
them, had God ſpared him a few Meets 
longer. The Copy was ſent to the Preſs a 
very ſhort time before the late Dreadful © 
Tempeſt, which put a Period to the Au- ; | 
thor's Life. 5 
May the good Inſtructiions herein con- 
tain'd be effettual to excite in thee feel 
Repentance for all thy Sins paſt, and may ſt 
thou ſtand always ready to quit this Earthly 
Tabernacle, when, or in what manner ſoever © 
Death ſhall give theee the final Summons, © 


$0 prays thy Servant in Chriſt leu. 
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q A Diſcourſe concerning Sins of In- 
firmity and wilful Sins, with 
another of Reſtitution. 


+ 5 Intend to diſcourſe of Sins of Weakneſs, or In- 
7 5 firmity, called in Scripture Errors and ſecret 
t 1 Faults, and of wilful or preſumptuous Sins; as 
'7 alſo of Reſtitution. 
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ks And firſt of Sins of Weakneſs ; and that in the 
a following Method. 


I. I ſhall confider the Nature of Sins of 
Weakneſs or Infirmity, called Zrrors and 
4 ſecret Faults, very often eſcaping even our 
one © own Obiervation. 
: II. The Etfect of theſe Sins upon us as to 
7 the Favour of God. 
yft 


III. The Obligation that 1yes upon us, upon 


bly © the Score of theſe Sins, 


5 4 I. I ſhall give an Account of the Nature of Sins 
ws 3 of Iofrmiry.” | | 2 | 


{us. 1 A Miſtake here is of infinite Danger to the Souls 
of Men, Becauſe theſ: Sins are conſiſtent with the 
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Favour of God and the State of Grace, which habi- 
tual, wilful, and preſumptuous Sins are not, of which 
I purpoſe to diſcourſe afterward. And if we repute 


theſe our wilful Sins but Infirmities, we ſhall think 


our felves the Children of God, when we are not, 
and flatter our ſelves to our eternal Ruine. On the 
other hand, if we ſhall repute our Sins of Weakneſs 
to be wilful Sins, (as ſome goodChriſtians have been 
prone to do) we ſhall fall into great Perplexities, 
and loſe the Comfort and Peace of our Mind. So 
that this Matter 1s of great Moment, and ought to 
be ſtated with great Care, 

And for my better proceeding in this weighty 


Argument, I ſhall ſhew, 


1. Negatively, what is not to be seputed a Sin 
of Weakneſs or Infirmity. TD | 
Iſt, He that Sins with Reludtance and great Re- 
grets, muſt not therefore call his Sin a Sin of Infir- 
mity. For 'tis not to be ſuppoſed but the wilful 
and deliberate Sinner hath ſomething of this. And 
as the Caſe may be, this is rather an Aggravation, 
than an Excuſe for the Sin. And generally ſpeaking, 
the vileir (eſpecially at firſt) have ſomething of this, 
He that Sins without Remorſe, is one of the moſt 
hardened and hopel:ſs, It is an Argument of a ſad 
State when a Man can do ſhameful things, and not 
be aſhamed, And he that Sins againſt theſe Reluc- 
tancies, is in a very {ad Condition, This is not a Spot 
of God's Children, but a Mark of the Vaſſal of the 
Devil's Kingdom, and a Subject of the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs. | | 
2aly, He that cuſtomarily ſins after Reſolutions 


of Amendment, muſt not call that a Sin of Infirmi- 


ty, not tho we ſhould ſuppoſe his Reſolution to be 
ſincere and hearty, For Reſolution is but a rows 
| uty, 
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Duty, and only in order to the doing what we res 


ſolve to do. Therefore the Performance is neceſſary, 


and if that does not follow, this bare Reſolut ion will 
not excuſe him from a wilful Sin. There are eer- 
tain Reſolutions and Inclinations which ſerve to no 


purpoſe, unleſs it be to condemn us. Among Men 


ſuch Promiſes and Purpoſes pay no Debts, and quis 
no Scores, For as a Man is not to be reputed a 
carnal Man, becauſe he hath about him ſome carna 
Deſires and Inclinations which he reſiſts, and ſuffers 
not to come into Act; ſo a Man js not to be ac- 


counted a ſpiritual Man, becauſe he hath ſome inef- 


fectual Purpoſes and Reſolutions. Tis he that goes 
Rightcouſneſs (not he that barely reſolves upon it) 
that is righteous as God is righteeus, Good Wiſhes 
do not ſpeak a good Man; if they did, we ſhould be 
excuſed very eaſily from our univerſal Obedience. 

3dly, Nor is it to be allowed to be a Sin of In- 
firmity which is owing to another Sin or evil Cauſe 
which we might have avoided, For at this rate, tle 
greateſt Sins might be placed under this Head, He 


that murdersa Man in his drunken Fit, mult not call 


that murder an Infirmity ; becauſe his Drunkenneſs 
was a Fault that he ought to have avoided, and one 


Fault is not a ſufficient Excuſe for another. The 
* ſame may be {aid of him that ſwears in his Anger, 
and blaſphemes in his Fury and ontragious Paſſion. 
We commonly ſay, and very truly, That the Cauſe 
of the Cauſe, js t he Cauſe of the Effect, or thing cauſed, 
We arc anſwerable for the Effects, when we are the 
Authors of the Cauſe of them. The Greatneſs of 
the Temptation will not excuſe our Complaiſznce, 


Fnatis an Argument that the Temptation weighed 
more With ns than the Laws of God and the Love 
of Righteouſneſs; which is ſo far from being our 
cuſe, that it is our Fault, A 3 _ athiy, 


4$ 
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4thly, Thoſe muſt not be called Sins of Infirmity 


which our corrupt Nature may be faid to incline us 
to; for then we may reputeall our filthy Debauche- 
ries and crying Sins as Infirmities, The State of 
Nature is indeed a State of Infirmity, and our greats 
eſt Crimes proceed from our Infirmity, that is natural 
or moral, but then this makes not our Excuſe, but 
would entirely deſtroy all the Difference between 
Sins of Weakneſs and Wilful Sins, 

I proceed to ſhew poſitively and affirmatively 
what Sins are to be reputed Sins of Iufirmity. 


Now Errors or Sins of Infirmity are ſuch Sins as, 


generally ſpeaking, are unavoidable, I ſay, generally 
ſpeaking. For perhaps as to ſome of the particulars 
under this Head, they are not fo. For ſometimes 
it is poſſible for us to avoid the Inſtance and the par- 
ticular Slip or Faul, when yet in the main, all 
things co nſidered, we cannot be free [rom them al- 
togerher” Under this Head I reckon, 

1 Sis of Ignorance, whether of the Law, or of 
th: Tranjyreſſien, where this Ignorance is not affected 
and criminal; for where that is the Caſe, there our 
Ignorance will not excuſe us, becauſe it is our Feult, 
ard one Fault will not excuſe anothe . It is a very 
poſſiole thing that a very innocent Man may, in ſome 
Caſes, be ignorant of the Law, and conſcquently of 
the Trangr.ſſion: but then this Ignorance mult be 
involuntarily, and unchoſon, and unaffected. There 
are ſom M-n chat know not, nor will they under- 
ſtan ; that {hut their Eyes, and re uſe the Light: 
theſc are they that are willingly ignorant, There muſt 
be an honeſt Heart, and no culpable Negligence, be- 
fore Ignorance can be pleaded in our Excuſe, Such an 
one who is honeſt and induitrious may miſtake or 
forget the Law: ſuch an one St. Paul calls weak in 


the 
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! #he Tai N. And there were many ſuch at the firſt 
| Planting of the Chriſtian Faith, who did not under- 
| ſtand their Chriſtian Liberty, and diſcharge from the 
f 2 Ordinances of Moſes. The Apoſtles who had re- 

1 ceived a Command to teach all Nations, were ſome 


time before they could be prevailed with to admit 
t | the Gentiles into the Church of Chriſt, The Drun- 
n {2 kard,and prophane and profligate Sinner, cannot pre= 
tend to this excuſe, his Sins cry aloud, and there is 
Y ©; ſomething within him that bears Wines againſt 
theſe foul Offences. 
s, Tet ſtill it is very certain, that a very good Man 
ly 4 N may be innocently ignorant of ſome part of his Duty, 
rs and that may happen from ſundry Cauſes and Occa- 
es ſions. There are ſome Men who are truly good, 
ar- at © that have a very mean Underſtanding, which may be 
all allowed to be an Infelicity, but not their Fault, 
al- Others have Capacity, but not the means of Inſtru- 


ction, nor any Opportunity of having the Principles 
r of 4 of Chriſtianity laid in them, But beſides all this, 
ted A Iſt, Something is to be allowed for Prejudice and 
our > Prepoſſeſſion : and no doubt, (God will allow mach 
ult, where the Prejudice is not foulty, 'Tis ot great 
ry YC quence what we imbibe in our Youth, Theſe 
ome Principles clap a great Byaſs upon us, and the Way 
y of is too often blocked up againſt the Reception of the 
- be Truth; in ſuch a Caſe as this, we are very uncha- 
here Writable if we ſhould throw all uch Men among tlie 
der- pvilful and preſumptuous Sinners. 


ght: RF. aly, The Law it ſelf does not many times deter- 
muſt mine the meaſures and degrees of Virtue and Duty: 
„ be= ve are commanded to give lms of ſuch things as we 


ch an ee and here we all ſtand obliged: but it docs 
te or not tell how much we muſt give, nor what Propor- 
ak in tion of our Income, This is not determined by 


the | the 
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the Law, nor can it well be, under that Variety of 


Circumſtances in which the Givers are placed. Again, 
we are commanded to be temperate in eating and 
drinking, but our Meaſures are not ſet down, nor 
can they be fixed, becauſe of that Variety of Mens 
Needs and Circumſtances; and therefore a good Man 


may perhaps exceed or fall ſhort, indulge himſelf too 


much, or too little, If it be ſaid, that Virtue con- 
ſiſts in the middle, yet every good Man may not be 
able preciſely to determine that matter. We are 
commanded to Pray, but we are not told how of- 
ten in a Day, and what Proportions of time we are 
to ſpend at once, For where *tis ſaid, that we muſt 
pray always and without ceaſing, we very well know, 
that thoſe Expreſſions cannot be underſtood in the 


ſtricteſt Senſe of the Letter, becauſe we are by o- 


ther Laws obliged to ſome other things, and it is un- 
poſſible to practiſe it in the moſt rigorous and ex- 
tended Sen:e. | | 


3aly, Some Laws have their Exceptions either ne- 
ceſſarily implied, or expreſſed, and Men are to go- 


vern themſ: 1lves accordingly. We are commanded 
to give to every Man that askech, But here it muſt 
be ſuppoſed, that he who is asked have ſomewhat to 
give, and that he do not want it more than he that 
asketh ; and after all, if he cannot give to all, yet 


many times tis greater Charity to give to him that 
asketh not. We are obliged ro obey our Governours 
and Parents; but yet we muſt not do it Where they 


command what God hath forbid, or forbid what God 


hath commanded, This was frequently the Caſe 
under the Law of Meſes; that required that a Man 

ſhould marry his Brother's Widow, and raiſe up Seed 
unto his Brother. And after all, ſome Men could not . 
do this. . g. We will ſuppoſe the deceaſed % 
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Brother to the High Prieſt, it could not be lawful 
for him to marry his Brother's Widow, becauſe by 
n, the Law he was forbid to marry any Widow, as the 
Jews well obſerve, [Fevamoth cap. 2, 3.] And 


or therefore he muſt be an accepted Perſon. Again, we 
ns will ſuppoſe two Brothers to marry two Siſters, one 
ſan 


Brother dies and leaves a Widow, yet may not the 
00  *urviving Brother marry that Widow, becauſe it is 
N= expreſly forbidden by another Law to take to Wife 
be his Wife's Siſter. A great many other Caſes. doubt- 
Jeſs, might be given, in which a very good Man 
Might miſtake his Rule very innocently, and as ins 
are nmocently go aſtray from it. 
mt 9 4 hy, There are ſome things in which our Rule 
C, does not particularly direct us. Go.''s Laws run 
the many times in general Terms, without deſcending to 
o Definitions and Specialities, Thus the Laws about 
un- Temperance and againſt Covetouſneſs do not de- 
ex- ſcend to ſtrict Definitions, and all the Specialities 
KLontain'd under them, And ſo as to Matters of 
ne- Recreations and Divertiſements, a good Man may 
g0= wiſtake, not being able to apply general Laws to 
ded the particular Occaſions and Emergencies of Life; 
nuſt "and may, without Loſs of God's Favour, take a 
at to "greater Liberty than a wiſer Man would have taken, 
that 5zhly, Again, a good Man may innocently run 
yet into ſome ſort of extreme. For ſometimes ſo it is, 
that hat the Sin lies in the degree; and where the thing 
ours ; lawful, the Exceſs is faulty and culpable. And the 
they WÞſt and ſtrict Limits of Virtue and Vice are ſome- 
God mes not very diſcernable. It is not eaſie to ſet out 
Caſe the Boundaries between Truth and Falſhood, which 
Man "gften dwell upon the Skirts of each other. And this 
Seed i often the Caſe between Virtue and Vice. In 


d not any Eaſcs we are prone to run into ſome Execſs, 
4 »ON BR | a V. 
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w. g. to exceed in Mirth, even then when it is not 
only lawful, but expedient to rejoice: or in our 
Grief, when it is lawful and ſezſonable to mourn, we 
may in ſome Caſes be too moroſe, and too ſcrupulous : 
or on the other hand, be too gay and Complaiſant, 
And, as the Caſe may be, we maybe either too z24- 
lous, or elſe too remiſs. Upon theſe Accounts the 
juſteſt Man upon Earth may err, and this through 
an Ignorance that is not culpable. 

2. Sins of Surreption or Surprixe when we have 
not time to confider, and deliberate, and weigh the 
thing that is propounded to us. The upper Soul 
or Underſtanding of a Man docs not move the Will 
or lower Facuitics, as a Clock or Watch is moved, 
where one Wheel that is ſet on moving moves all 
the reſt, For the lower Powers of the Soul may 


move when the upper do not intorm and d.rett, A 


ſudden Fear or Fright may prevail in a Moment, and 
ſet the lower Powers on work before tlie Underſtand- 
Ing bath time to give Advice an Information. In 
this Caſe a Man is rather hurried chan led or ſeduced ; 
and the Action is in truth voluntary; for wire 
he hath not time to think, it caimot be called the 
Action of the Man: what he does in this C ſe, is 
not his Fault, nor will be no more imputed, than 
the Actions of Maumen or of Ideots will be charged 
upon them. | 

3. Miſtakes and Errors which we are guilty of, 
through Forg«tfulneſs and Inadvertency, and want 
of a moſt ſtrict and continual Watch and Guard up- 
on our ſelves : theſe are not wilful and deliberate : 


and tho they are Sins, yet when tc are againſt 


the habitual Inclination and Choice cf the M.n, they 
are not preſumptuous Sins. It is not to be ſuppoſed 
but that in this State of Weakneſs, in which we now 

TS ES are, 
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are, that we ſhould be always intent and awake, 
The Wiſe Virgins, that yet had Oil in their Lamps, 
Whilſt the Bridegroom tarrie.', /umbered and ſept. 
_ where the Spirit is willing, yet the Fleſh is 
weak. 

IC after all, any Man ſhould call for a Catalogue 
of thoſe Sins which are to berepnted Sins of Weak- 
= neſs, he would be very unreaſonable. Such a Cata- 
= logue cannot be given in. The Reaſon is plain: 
Becauſe thoſe very Sins which in ſome Men and in 
ſome Caſes are but Sins of Infirmi:y, in other Men 
and in other Circumſtavces, may be truly cailed wile 


Ful Sins, An Infirmity indulged and allowed, will 


grow up to the Stature of a wilful Sin. And Sins 
of Infiemity and Wil ſulneſs are ſuch, many times, 
with reſpect to the Sinner, It is a certain Truth, 
that he chat committeth the greateſt Sin is not always 


Sinner in that very Inſtance in which another is guilty 
only of an Infirmity. For Mens S ins and Guilt ſwell 
or grow leſs according to the Ci cumſtances which 
do attend them. That may be wilful in one Man, 
which in another is but Sarreption and Surprize, Tis 
the Will God looks at; and as i: conſents or rejects, 
the Sin and the Sinner will be eſteemed in the Sight 
of God, who alone knows our Hearts. 


loogue of Fundamentale, ſo perbaps ſome may urge 
us (till to give in a Catalogue of theſe Sins, though 
it be unreaſonable, on one ſive and on the other, to 
make ſuch a Demand, yet I thick it will be no hard 


Y 
22 


be 


Wir 


\ 


= Infirmity, Which J am now treating upon. 
v. g. Such are Evil Thoughts, ſpringing indeed 
from anevil J emper and bad Inclination, but not 


f | conſented to. Wandring 


the greateſt Sinner, And a Man may be a wilful- 


But as he Papiſts require us to give in a Cata- 


Matter to give ſome Exemplitications of the Sins of 


| 
i 
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| Wandrinz or Drowſineſs in Prayer, and other 

parts of Divine Worſhip, when we ſtrive againſt it; 

| for when it ſeizes our Will, and gains our Conſent, 
| it is a wilful Sin. Eo 

Evil Emotions and Propenſions that are forthwith 

retracted and ſtifled. Theſe may be allowed to be 

Sins, but they are but Sins of Infirmity and Weakneſs. 

For as no Man is to be accounted an holy and ſpi- 

ritual Man, becauſe he hath, now and then, good 

Wines and ſpiritual Deſires, if he proceed no far- 

ther; ſo he is not to be reputed a carnal Man, or 

out of the Favour of God and the State of Salvation, 

if he have ſame evil Motions ſpringing up in his 

Mind, if he (tifle and repreſs them, I next pro- 

ceed to conſider, | 


II. The Effect of theſe Sins as to the Favour of © 
God and the State of Grace. That is, to enquire | 
whether theſe Sins do put us ont of God's Fayour 
and the State of Grace: or whether if a Man die, 
that is not quite freed from theſe Sins, he may be 
ſaved. 

Now that theſe Sins are conſiſtent with the Favour 
of God and the State of Grace, will appear from the 
following Particulars. | | 

Tf, From their Unavoidableneſs: for ſo, in the 
main, they are. It is not poſſible for a Man to be 
always upon the Stretch, the wiſeſt and beſt of Men 
may be miſtaken or ſurprized in this World of Hurry, | 
and conſequently be guilty of Slips and Infirmities. 
But it is, by no means, to be believed, that we ſhall 
loſe God's Favour for thoſe things which it was im- 

poſſible for us to help: we may as well ſuppoſe we 
hall loſe God's Favour barely becauſe we are Men, as 
or thoſe Infirmities, which are the inſeparable Ars 
tendants upon humane Nature. 2dly, 
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2h, They are alſo unvoluntary, and do not import 


Malice or full Conſent, and will cherefore not con- 
demn us. They are not choſen, not ſo much as in 


their Canſes, as I have explain 'd this Matter before, 


and therefore cannot denominate a Man an i Man. 
"Ti here as in ſome other Caſes; a Man of good 
Skill and Strength in Wreſtling with one of leſs, 
may yet fall, becauſe the Ground 1s ſlippery, or thro? 
ſome other Accident: and ſo may the beſt Horſe- 
man, upon a fiery and ,ſtarting Horſe. If he flip 
or fall, it is not his Fault but his Misfortune only; 
tis not his Choice in the leaſt. Here's nothing im- 
putable to the Man, becauſe there is no Choice in 
the ae. | 
34ly, The Holieſt Men in all Ages, and the moſt 
celebrated in all Ages of the Church, have been overs 
taken with them, and yet have not been ſuppoſed to 
have been deprived of God's Favour, and blotted 
out of the Book of Life. Moſes himſelf, the meekeſt 
and one of the beſt Men upon Earth, yet once ſpake 
unadviſedly with his Lips. Noah, a perfect Man and 


a great Preacher of Righteouſneſs, was once ſurprized 
and overcome by the Blood of the Grape. Job was 
2 Man perfect and upright, that feared God, and ef- 


chewed Evil, and he thought he had Cauſe to ſay, 
I abhor my ſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes, (Job 
42. 2.) David was a Man very remarkable for 


his great Faith and Hope. in God, and yet he ſays, 


have ſaid in my ha#, I am cut off from before thine 


Des, (Plal, 31.28.) Again, Zacharias Was righteous 
= before God, walking in all the Commandments of the 
Lord blameleſs, (Luke 1. 2, 18, 20, ) and yet he be- 
trayed ſome Intirmity in his Faith, and was ſtruck 
dumb upon it. The Holicit Men have their Weak» 


- 


neſſes and Imperfections © _ ; 
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4thly, The Scriptures aſſure us, that the beſt of 
Men are not free from theſe Infirmities, There 75 
| not a juſt Man upon Earth that doth Good and ſin- 
| neth not. Again, Who can ſay that 1 have made my 
Heart clean, and am pure from my Sin? (Eccl. 7.20. 
Prov. 20. 9.) Even under the Law, cleanſing and 
Attonement were allowed for Sins of Ignorance, and 
we are not freed from them under the Goſpel. 4 
It is true indeed, He that is born of God doth nat | 
commit Sin. (1 John 3. 9.) & Te he does not pra- 
ctiſe nor live in wilful Sins; that is certainly the | 
meaning of that place, and this Senſe is reconcileable 
with what is ſaid of Sins of Weakneſs, (ch. 1. 8.) 
no Man being quite free from them. 
St. James ſuppoſeth that a Brother may err from 
the Truth, and St. Paul, that he may be overtaken 
with a Fault. (Jam. 5. 19. Gal. CE. 1.) but do not 
give him for loſt upon this Account; nay, their 
Words rather imply the contrary, We are tanght in 
our daily Prayer to ask Forgiveneſs of our Sins, which 
ſure we need not do, if we were free from Errors. 
Ityh, This will be out of Diſpute, if we conſider 
the Nature of God as he is repreſented to us in 
the Holy Scriptuses. He is repreſented as good and 
merciful, as having the Compaſſions of a Father, and 
the Powels of a Mother, and as one who defires 
not the Death, but Converſion of a Sinner. And in 
| the New-Teſtament he is called Lowe, his Kindneſs 
is repreſented as greater than that of Earthly Pa- 
rents: and yet an earthly. Parent is not wont to 
abdicate or diſinherit a Child that ſtudies fo pleaſe 
him tho' he ſhould ſometime miſtake his Com- 
ma ds, or be overtaken with a Fault. | 
I add, that if the Scripture were ſilent, our Ex- 
- periei.ce would not. We have all largely taſted of ** 
| 85 the 


the Riches of his Goodneſs and Forbearance, and 


can ſay, that 'eis his Mercy that we are not con- 


ſumed, 


6fhly, If we conſider the Temper of the Goſpel, 


and Nature of the new Covenant of Grace, we ſhall * 


be farther confirmed in this Truth. I cannot poſ- 
libly ſce how it could be called a new Covenant, 
or Covenant of Grace at all, if it did not makeAllow- 
ance for Sins that are unavoidable and involuntary. 
Chriſt is called the Deſire of Nations, that is, the moſt 
deſirable Bleſſing that could happen to them. and ſo 
indeed he was. His Birth is proclaimed with Glory 


s God, and with good 1/11 towards Men, as good 


Tidings to mankind, or Tidings of great Joy which 
ſhall be to all People, (Luke 2. 10.) But alas ! what 
loy could there be in all this, if, after all, there were 
no Hope left for us under our unavoidable Slips and 
Failures ? Who could hope or rejoice, if there were 
no Remedy in this Caſe, if nothing ſhort of a Sit- 
tefs Obedience could ſecure our Souls? We ſhould 
then haye remained {till in a State of Bondage and 
Death, Chriſt would have died in vain ; had died in 
vain, had He not procured Pardon for unavoidable 


Sins, and our Preaching, and your Faith and Hope, 


would have been in vam. But we are ſure there is 
great Hope for che Sincere, thongh they have their 


Failures, and that Sincerity is the Perfection of a 


Chriſtian. 


III. I proceed now to the Obligation which lies 
upon us on the Score of theſe Sins, You may take 


your Obligation in the following Particulars. 


1. You are obliged to a Sorrow even for theſe 


Sins. This will be a good Mience that they are 


Ok Sins of Infirmity. 15 
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16 Pk Sins of Jnfirmity. 
not wilful. For tho they are upon the main unavoid- 
able, yet it is fit we ſhould be ſorry for them. Be- 
c «cauſe they argue the Defect of Holineſs, and tho, ge- 
„ - nerally ſpeaking, we cannot avoid them altogether, 
pet if we come to Particular Inſtances, there are 
{ome that a more exact Care and Watchfulneſs might 
have prevented, Who is there among us that does 
his utmoſt, and if he does not, (and 'tis in his Power 
to do that) he is obnoxious to the Juſtice of God, 
= conſequently obliged to Repentance for his Neg- 
ect. | 

I do not mean here by Repentance, a Particular 
one, ſuch as preſumptuous Sins require; nor do I mean 
by it a perfect maſtering of all theſe Sins for the future, 
which in all other Caſes is required, But this Caſe 
vill not admit of ſuch a Repentance; For theſe Sins 
are often unknown, and therefore called ſecret Faults, 
= beſides, generally ſpeaking, they are unavoidable 
alſo, 

All that can be meant by Repentance is this, viz» 
an hearty Sorrow for what we know, with a great 
Care to avoid them, and a general Confeſſion and 
Sorrow for what we do not underſtand. The 
D Polmiſt,who,in another Caſe,ſhews a very particular 

Repentance, (Pſal. 51.) in thts Caſe Prays, Cleanſe 
thou me from my ſecret Faults, © 

Tho! in all other Caſes there be infinite Danger 
in a general Repentance, and we are never ſafe 
when we repent not particularly, yet is not that 
the Caſe before us now. 

2. Theſe Sins oblige us to a very great Care that 
we do not wilfully offend ; by doing of that we 
mall ſhew that theſe Sins were involuntary, We are 
but Hypocrites and out of God's Favour when we 
bewail our lnfrmiticggnd indulge our ſelves in wil- 

oo ” _ 
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fab Sins. We mock God in this Caſe when we ſtrain 
at a Gnat and ſwallyw a Camel. This was the Jew- 
in Hypotriſie, who were afraid of a legal Defile- 

ment, and allowed themſelves in groſs Immoralities. 

3. We are obliged to confeſs them, as far as they 
come to our Knowledge, and to beg for God's Pars 
den, in the Mediation, and for the . of Jeſus 
Chriſt. (1 John 1. 9. Chap. 2. 1, 2, 9. Under the 
Law of Moſes, he that, had commited a Sin of Igno- 
rance, had a Sacrifice appointed, and there were ' 


WW {me continual ones, as the daily Offerings for the - 


Errors of the whole Congregation, Theſe were but 
Types and Shadows of the Death of Chrilt, by whole -- 
Blood we are cleanfed and purged: 

4 In order to the ſecuring our ſclves a Pardon 
Ir theſe Failures, we muſt* forgive one another. 
This is God's Appoi ntment. (Mat. 6. 14. Luke 6. 


36. ) And all Accs ef Mercy, ſuch as Giving and 


Forgiving, have a Tendency this way. We muſt” 
ew Mercy as we would receive it? our Intereſt and 
odr Duty oblige us to it. 
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Next proceed to conſider thoſe" which are wil: 
Ful or preſumptuous Sint. Here I ſhall conſider, 


1 


aud Favour of God. 
III. The Obligation which lies upon ts 0 the * 


1. The Nature of theſe wilful or "TOO " 


Score of theſe Sms, BJ ͤ˖· 


CE N 


Pk wilfuk Sins. 


I. I inquire into the Nature of theſe witful or pre- 
umptuous Sins. 8 | 
I ſhall need fay the leſs, becauſe J have largely diſ- 
courſed of the Nature of Sins of Heakneſs, to which 
theſe Sins are oppoſed, and called preſumptuous, and 
ſaid to be committed with an high-hand, and a Con- 
tempt of the Law. (Dent. 17. 12, 13. Numb. 15. 
30. Heb. 10. 28.) Theſe are Sins of a higher Strain, 
and import a far greater Guilt, and Hazzard of a fu- 
ture State. | | 
Two things are required to make a Sin wilful or 
preſumptuous. | | 

1. That it be a Sin againſt Knowledge. To him 
that kuom, to do good, and doth it not, to him it ig 
Sin. ( Jam. 4 17.) Our Saviour tells the Phariſees, 
If ye were blind, ye ſhould have ns Sin: but now yo 
ſay. we ſee; therefore your Sin yemaineth. (Joh. 9. 41.) 
Thi is the great Aggravation of our Fault, and that 
which leaves us without Excuſe, or any Shadow of 
M. ( Luke 12. 47.) He that fins aga inſt Conſciance, 
is turned Rebel to Heaven, his Guilt increaſeth to the 
greateſt Bulk and Stature. 

2, That it be committed after Conſideration; 
this makes it a deliberate Sin. It is poſſible that a 
_ Man that is not ignorant, may yet be ſurprized, and 
not have time to conſider, I he moſt watchful Man 
is not always awake. The ſame Sin may be in one a 
ful Sin, which in another is but aSin of Inhßrmity. 
Not that God is a ReſpeRer of Perſons, but becauſe 
one Man-Sms 2gainſt a clear Light, and upon Delibe- 
ration, when another is ſurpri ed. So it is ſometimes, 
we debate the Matter, our Fk lh ſuggetts and pleads, 
and ſo dos our Conſcience, and we attend to both of 
chem. One lays before us the Law, the Turpitude. 


„ 494 fd Eke af tue Siu; he other. tewpts with, 
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Eaſe and Profit, and the pleaſant Fruit. In this Caſe 
ful in the very. higheſt degree of all. | 


Nor are we to be excuſed from this higheſt Guile+ 


in ſome Caſes where we do not, and are not able au- 


tually to conſider. For if this Inability ſprings from 


our ſelves, and be of our own making, the Caſe and 


the Guilt is {till the ſame; The Action which in the; 
ſpecial Inſtance is involuntary, may yet be voluntary 
in theCauſe, We have a famous Story among the Jew- 


iſh Writers to my preſent. purpoſe. ** Acertain King 
* entertained ſome Jews, and endeavoured to des 


* puch them: he preſſed them either to drink free. 


44 ly of his Wine, or to eat Swines Pleſh, or to com · 
* mit Lewdnefs- with Gentile Women. Upon De- 


© liberation; they.choſe the former, but then under 


* that Excels, co 


ed the other two, and were 
&* conſequently guilt 


fall. We are accountable for 


the Effects of our wilful Drunkenneſs and Rage. 


For tho we conſider not, yet that is our Fault, and 
cannot therefore be our Excuſe. Again, where the 


Sin proceeds from an Habit of our on voluntary 


creating, or fromour wilful Neglect of the Means of 


preſerving our felves, we are in theſe and ſuch Caſes. 


chargeable with wilful Sin. 


II. I conſider the Effect of theſe Sins as to the 


State of Grace and the Favour of God. 
Theſe. Sins do certainly caſt Men into God's. Dis- 


favour, they wound and waſt the Conſcience, and 


ſhake our, better State, and ſap our well: grounded 


Hopes of Eternal Life. Thele Sins expoſe Men to 


God's Wrath, and (if true Repentance do not pre- 
vent) conlign them to eternal Death. Theſe are not 
the Spots ef Gogs Children, as is manifeſt from 1 Job. 
34.45 6. Ver. 9. hoſpever 15 born. of Ca det h not com 

xu 


Ll 


the Sinner offends at the higheſt rate; his Sin is wil · | 
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Size admitted of no Sacrifice under the Law of - 


unt, (1 70h. 3. S.) till we return c God by a true 


1 


mit Sin. Such a Man belongs to another Kingdom.“ 
Nr. 8. He that committeth Sin is of the Devil. If 


we compare this place with Chap. 1. Ver. 8, 9. and 


Chad. 2. Ver. 1, 2. it's plain that St. John ſpeaks 
of the wilful Sinner, which is ſaid to commit Sin, and 
to walk in Darkneſs; whereas the other places Chap. 3. 
ſpeak of Sins of Weakneſs, of Surrept ion, and Surprixe. 
And however the wilful Sinner may flatter himſelf, 
he is in a ſtate of Damnation at preſent, in a Separa- 
tion from God, and in the broad Road that. leads to 
eternal Death and Deſtruction. . 
This Sin ſpeaks a Contempt of God, and of his 
Laws, and greatly hazzards our eternal Salvation. 
If we fin 'wilfully after that we have received the 
Knowleage of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sa- 
erifice for Sint, but à certain fearful looking for of 


Judgment, and fiery Indi gnatiaſgwhich ſball devour 


the Adverſaries. (Heb. 10. 26.) A Sin of this 4 


Moſes, but left Men obnoxious to Death or the Di- 
vine Exciſion, How much more ſball he be puniſhed 0 
who hath troden under Foot the Son of God, and hath : 
counted the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith he was 
ſanctiſſeu, an Unholy thing, aud hath done Deſpite un- c 
to the Spirit of Grace? The Lord ſhall judge his ; 
People. And we ſhall find it a feurful thing to fall 8 
into the Hands of the living God. Of ſuch a Sinner 

the Words of St. James are meant; Whoſoever ſhall ( 
keep the whole Law, and yet offend: in one Point, he is H 
guilty ef all. (Jam. 2. 10.) Thie reaſon is plain, 5 
viz. becauſe he contemns the Authority upon Which 2 
the whole ſtands. | th 

Theſe Sins defeat the end of Chriſt's Appearance, 
the Virtue of his Blood, and Efficacy of his Attone- * 


WO Repen- . 


__ e _ 1 6 


Repentance, we are in a State of great Danger. T 
cannot ſay that we are without Hope, nor will I 
ſuppoſe ſuch an Interciſion of our Juſtification as in- 
fers God's reverſing his former Pardon, and Acts of 
Grace, as to thoſe Sins which were before repented 
of and forſaken. We have no Reaſon to affirm ſuch a 
Sinner without all Hope. God forbid. He does not 
preſently diſinherit ſuch a Sinner. But if ſuch a Sin- 
ner die before he repents, he dies in his Sins, and 
mult lye down in everlaſting Burnings. 

For we have no Cauſe to believe that God does 
jaſtifie a Sinner all at once, as not only to forgive 
what Sins are paſt and repented of, but alſo thoſe 
which are to come, This would ſuppoſe a Sin for- 
given before it is committed, and conſequently before 
it is repented of. We may as reaſonably ſuppoſe a 
Sinner juſtified before he is born, as that his Sin is 
forgiven before it is committed. 3 

However we may perplex our ſelves in this mat» 
ter, yet it is a certain Truth, that our Sanctification 

| and Juſtification muſt run parallel together. When 
the Scripture fays, that God does juſtifie the ungedly;, 
the Word ungodly only denotes what theſe Men ſome- 
times had been, and not what they are when God is 
faid to juſtifie them, Elſe we muſt ſiippoſe, that Gd 
would clear the Guilty. St. Paul lets us know, that, 
the N ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Cod. 

(1 Cor. 6, 9, 10, 11.) He reckons up thoſe who. 

ſhall not, wiz. Tornicators, Idolaters, Adulterers, &c. 

He adds, and ſuch were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed,, 

but ye are ſanftified, but ye are juſtified, & . We. 

are God's Favourites as long as we do his Will; and. 
the Friends of Chriſt, as long as we obey him · Here's. 
no Change in God, nor are his Works and Counſels 
chargeable with any ſuch thing. The Change is in 
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us, by doing well or ill we change our State, God 
changeth not. He is always the ſame, pleaſed witli 
the Holy and Penitent, and an Enemy totheWicked 
and Obſtinate. And thoſe whom he owns whilſt they: 
do well, he diſclaims when they wilfully offend him. 
God was wont when he ſpike of Ifael, to ſay, my 
People; But wlien they fell into Idolatry, he altered 


is Stile. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, go, get thee down, 


for Thy People, which Thou broug hte out of the Land 
F Egypt, ha ve corrupted themſelves. ( Exod. 32. 7.) 
And tlius our Saviour, ſpeaking of thoſe who would 
not forgive their Brethren ; So likewiſe ſhall my 


heavenly Father (not yours any longer) do alſo unto 


you, if you from your Hearts forgive not every one his 
Brother their Treſpaſſes. ( Mat. 18. 35.) 

III. I proceed now to conſider the Obligation 
Which lies upon us, on the Score of theſe wilful Sins. 


I mean, toward the procuring our Pardon, and re- 


ſtoring us to the State-of Grace, and to the Favour of- 
God. | 


In this Sin Two things are to be ſeparately con- 


Aidered. Firſt,7he Offence againſt God: And, Secondly, 


The Injury or Damage done to our Neighbour. With 


reſpect to the firſt, we are obliged to Repentance. 
To the ſecond, to Reſtitution and Amends, and 
Where there hath been an Enmity, to Reconciliation, 

1. W are obliged to Repentance, and have great 


Cauſe to bleſs God that we are admitted to ſecond 


Thoughts. That where we cannot pretend Inno- 
cence, our Repentance is accepted. This is a Cove- 


nant of Grace and Mercy. Repentance and Remiſſion” 


ef Sins is preached in Chriſt's Name. He came not 
to call the Rightequs, but Sinners to Repentancei 
(Luke 24. 47.) This was the great Doctrine of 
Chriſt; of John the Baptiſt; and of the Apoitless 
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This ſpeaks the Grace and Mercy of the Goſpel; we 
are not rigorouſly bound up by our Guilts; but he 


that confeſetÞ and for/aketh his Sin, ſhall. be pardoned . 

Here I ſhall ( 1. ) fpeak ſomething in general of 
the Nature of Repentance; And (2. ) ſhew. what 
kind of Repentance is required in order to reſtore the 
wilful Sinner to God's Favour. 5 3 

Fir, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething in general of the 
Nature of Repentance. I fear nothing is more 
common, and Lam ſure nothing is more dangerous 
than a Miſtake in this Matter. 

It imports more than giving God good Words 
and our ſelves evil, more than conteſking our Sins, 
and great Sorrow upon the Account of them. Judas 
is faid to have repented. He was full of Sorrow 
and Remorſe: he confeſſed he had betrayed innocent 
Blood: he brought back the thirty Pieces of Silver, 
and returned them in the Temple, and yet, after 
all, he was the Son of Perdition, andit had been bets 
ter that he had never been born, It is hard ſome- 
tunes to know whence our Sorrow grows, whether 
it be the Fault, or the Detection, the Sin or the Pu- 
niſhment, that does produce it. Perhaps we ſorrow, 
not becauſe we have been wicked, but becauſe God 
is juſt, and our Iniquity hath found us out. We know 
not alſo whether 'twill lead us, whether to.a godly 
Care, or to Deſperation, It is not a# Sorrowthat is 0 
a godly ſort, nor all Repentance that is to Salvation. 

Repentance imports two things. ; 

1#, A change of Mind or Principle. A true 
Penitent judgeth and wills otherwiſe than ke did. 
His Soul hath a new Byaſs put upon it. He judges 
Sin the greateſt of Evils, as in truth it is, and Ho- 


lineſs the greateſt Perfection of humane Nature He 


values the Favour of God above all, © The Deſires 
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things. 
 2aly, A Change of Life, an after Care not 
to offend, He forſakes his Way as well as his 
Thoughts. (If. 55.) This is expreſſed at large by the 
Prophet Exekiel, chap. 18. Our Faith and Repentance 
mult be juſtified by Works; we muſt bring forth 
Fruit meet for Repentance, (Mat. 3. 8.) Judas 
was ſtifled with Sorrow, but far from Repentance, 
Faith and Repentance are empty Names without 
good Works. The Devils believe and tremble alſo. 
Thus much of the general Nature of Repentance, 
I proceed, 
Secondly, To ſhew what kind of Repentance is 


required toward the reſtoring the wilful Sinner to 


God's Favour. 15 

1. Our Repentance muſt be particular. A gene- 
ral one will not ſervo. Where the Sin is known it 
muſt be particularly bewailed and caſt out. It muſt 
be as it was with the Jews in ſcarching for Leaven; 


They caſt away all which they found, and ſolemnly - 


execrated what they could not find. The Plalmiſt 
Prays, Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret Faults: This 
is a general Confeſſion, and 'tis as much as the Cafe 
would bear, But of his wilful Sin he makes a par- 
ticular Confeſſion, Deliver me from Blood-guiltineſs, 
© God, ( Plal. 51. 14.) St. Paul did not only call 
himſelf the chief of Sinners, but confeſſeth his par- 
ticular Sins, viz. that he was a Pexſecutor, a Blaſ- 
phemer, and Injurious, (1 Tim. i. 13, 15.) 'T was 
droyided for in the Law of Moſes, the Sacrifice with- 
out” this would not make Attonement. He ſhall 


cone that be ſinned in that thing, ( Levit. 5. 5.) 


TheYews lay before us the Form of Words which 
by their Conſtitutions the Sinner was to uſe ; into 
Th | | whuch 
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which he was obliged to inſert his particular Sin. 
This they call 9 9:35 77! A Formal Con- 
Feſfon, without which and Repentanee, they taught 
the Sacrifice would not make an Attonement. And 
where the Sinner had been injurious to his Neigh= | 
bour, he was obliged to confeſs, as well as make 
Reftitution, (Numb. 5. 6, 7.) 

2. Our-Repentance mult be very ſerious, and bear 
ſome Proportion to our Sin. It muſt be accompa- 
nied with an inward Sorrow, Shame, and Pain, 
Peter denied his Lord, his Sin was wilful and great- 
ly aggravated, His Sin was not only agaisſt Light 
and Knowledge, but after Warning, and his avowed 
Profeſſion of Conſtancy ; It was after many Favours 
o and great Digna tions; He was taken into the Apo- 
o titleſhip, and take! up into the Mount upon Chriſt's 

| Transfigur ation; He was made from an ordinary 
* Fiſherman to be a Fiber of Ale; His Wife's 
it Mother had been reſtord by a Miracie ; He had 
ny the Honour of ſecing our Lord's Miracles, and 
1; hearing his Sermons; His Temptation was ſinall, 
ly - he was charged by a filly Maid, by mean and 
| incompetent Witneſſes ; belides, he perſiſted in his 
Sin and increaſcd it; he repeated his Sin, and to 
his Inconſtancy and Want of Truth, he added 
Curſing and Swearing, In 2 Word, his Sin was 
complicated and heinous, and ſure his Repentance | 
was proportionate, The Text ſays, he wept bitter. 
Quantum malum Chriſtum negando commiſerit, plo- 
rando monſtravit. Aug. A few Tears and a finall 
Sorrow will not ſerve where the Crime is ſo 
great. . 

3. Our Repentance muſt be attended with the + 
forſaking our Sin, St, Perer, that denied his Lord 
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did ſhew the greateſt Conſtancy and Boldneſs after- 


— — OD — 


* 
| 
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ward, even under the greateſt Danger, as we find 


in the Afr of the Apoſtles, This 1s to be lid 
of Repentance for wilful Sins. For Sins of Weak» 


neſs, which, generally ſpeaking, are nnavoidable, che 
Caſe is otherwiſe, But wilful Sins muſt be for- 


ſaken, or elſe we cannot haye the Grace or Bene- 
fit of Repentancſde. | 


4. Our Repentance mult be ſpeedy, or elſe we 


cannot be ſafe, & wilful Sin gives our Souls a 


mortal Wound. We neyer delay our Remedy 


when this happens to our Bodies. Our Life is 
uncertain, and as we always tread on the Borders 
of Death, ſo in this Cure we do on the 


Borders of Hell. And were we ſure of Life, we 
cannot be ſure of the Grace of Repentance, if 
we delay it. We ſhall ſoon be hardened, and our 
Danger increaſcth with our Delay. If Repentance 
be good and profitable, twill be beſt to uſe it 
preſently ; and if it were not, we need not to re- 
pent at all. And 'tis much to be fear d, that he 
that continnes in ſuch a Sin, will die in it alſo. 


SECT. III. 


=) 
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SECT. IN. 


' Proceed to conſider our Obligation where our 
1 wilful Sin is not only an Offence againſt God» 
but alſo a wrong and injury to our Ne'ghbour- 
e What are we to do in this Caſe in order to our 
a2 Pardon? | 
y | II. In this Caſe we are obliged 10 make Reſti- 
tution and Amends, This is no leſs neceſſiry to- 


ow 
8 werds our Pardon than Repentance towards God. 
le This is agreed among all Divines. We are obliged 
e in Juſtice to do this, and if we are not willing, we 
if are in a State of Damnation. If he that borrows 
ur and bargains be bound to pay, and make good his 
ce Contract: He that Steals or detaius what is ano» 
it MW thers muſt needs be bound. We find the Repen- 
e- tance of a wicked Man deſcribed by reſtor ing the 


he Pledge, and giving again what he hath robbed, 
| (Ezek. 33. 15 ) Upon Zaccheus his declaring his 
Charity and Purpoſe of ample Reſtitution, our 
Saviour ſaid to him, This Day is Salwation come 
to thy Houſe, (Luk. 19. 8.) ___ 

He that is not willing to make Refitution, cans 
not be a Penitent. He is ſo far from it, that he 
loves his Sin, when he hugs the Fruit of it. Tis 
not to be ſuppoſed that he choſe the Lin for its 
own Sake at firſt, but for the Profit or Advantage 
of it: He that detains what is anothers, is as un- 
Juſt as he that ſteals, The great ſt Pretence of 
Sorrow and Regret without Reſlitution, will avail us 
nothing, if it be in our Power to reſtore. Our 
- RP | C'2 | Religiog 
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Religion ſtrictly obligeth to this; To render. to 
every Man his due. (Rom. 13. 7, 8.) It was alſo 

provided for in the Law of Apfes, where ſeveral 
Rules are given in this Matter. {Exod, 22. I. Levit, 
5. 16. and Ch. g. 6. 5. Numb. 35. 6, 7, 8.) of 
which variety, it were nct hard to give a clear 
- Account, were it ſo thas it would not be too great 
a Digreſſion in this place. In ſome Caſes the Of- 
fender was obliged to reitore ſeveral Fold: In o- 
ther Caſes, to add a fhfih part, even where the 
Fault was ignorantly committed; but in all Caſes 
it was abſolutely neceſſary, and Confeffion and Sa- 
crice could not procure Pardon without its And 
where the injured Perſon was not to be found, that 
Law directs what is to be done, (Numb. J. 8.) 
But of this Mattter en "gh. 

[ ſhall, however, in this weighty Caſe, add ſume 
Rules for the better govcrning our ſelves, and that 
in the following Particulare, 

1. That when I ſpeak of Re#/:ution, and the 
Neceſſity of it, I muſt be underſtood of all Inju- 
ries whatſoever, We may wrong our Brother ſc. 
veral ways, and are obliged to make Reffitut ion in 
all fuch Caſcs. He does not only wrong his Neigh- 
bour who robs him of his Money or other Goods, 
or defrauds him of his Bargain; who overereacheth 
Ml him in Contract, and detains his Dnes ; not only 
1 be that wounds his Body, but he that Jſſens his 
| Fame, that grieves him without a Cauſe, that robs 


him af his Innocence or his Peace. Theſe laſt are 


10 ſo far from being no Injuries, that indeed they 
WE arc the greateſt, tho' the molt common, and I fèar 
ih the leaſt laid to Heart, | 7 
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2. We are not only chargeable with repairing 

the Wrong which we have done with our own” I 

Hand, but with that: alſo which we were the firſt 

Cauſe of, or that we have procured to be done, 

or which we have not, upon due notice, preyemed 5 {/ 

we are guilty when we procure others to do the 

Wrong, or do not hinder it when we can, ard 

when we ought. He that hinders anothers Char = 

ty to a poor Man, by Frau or any evil Art, is 

bound to make him Ref ution. Again. We are 

chargeable with all that Wrong of which we are the 

firſt and voluntary Cauſe, For tho" the Conſ-quence 

were not deſigned by us, yet if we were voluntary 

as the firſt Cauſe, we are juſtly chargeable with 

the conſ:quent Miſchief, He that ſets on fire his 

Neizhbour's Stack of Corn, and it take hold of his 

H uſe, is chargeable with the whole Damage, bee 
cauſe it was a wilful Sin in the beginnings 

3. That in all theſe Caſes a Man is not obliged 


| beyond what he is able to do. My meaning is plainly 
8 this, that his future Happinefs does not depend upon 
2 it, if he be otherwiſe a true Penitent. Hs is obli- 
1 ged always to do his utmoſt, and then his ſincere 
= repentance Will be accepted. 3 N 

There gre ſeveral Cafes in which a full Reffilu- 


tion and Reparat ion of the Wrong is not poſſible, _ 
v. g. though a Man may be able to pay his Debts, to 
reſtore the Pledge, and what he hath robbed; yet 
the Wrong by Murder and Uunc leanneſs is not to be 
repaired in Specie, and it is too often next to im- 
poſſible to repair the Wrong done by Slander. 
Again, the Perſon injured, is perhaps deceaſed, 
| or in a far Country, and it is uncertain whether 
Ne he be dead or alive, And if dead, jet perhaps be 
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| - hath no Heirs or Relatives in Being, or none that 


can fairly pretend a Right. 

Or perhaps a Man hath lived in a continual 
Courſe of Cheating in his Way of Trade, and 
Traffick. And then it is in great meaſure impoſſible 
to know whom he hath wronged; and in that 
Caſe he is not able to make full and Juſt Ref/#- 
tut ion. ; 

Or it may be, he that hath done the Wrong 1s 
grown poor 2nd utterly unable to make amends» 
This happens frequently: For ' tis ſeldom that In- 
Juſtice proſpers long. And yet 'tis hard to ſay, 
rhat if ſuch a Man be a true Penitent, that yet there 

Is no Hope of Salvation left him. I add thcrefore, 
4̃. That in all ſich Cafes, a Man is (till obliged 
to do his utmoſt, and to reſtore as far es he is able, 
or as the Nature of the Caſe will bear. And to 
apply it to the Caſes abevenamed. Ay 

Be that cannot reſtore the Man to Life whom he 
bath killed, may yet be able to maintain his Fami- 
ly, or to do as much toward it, as the Dead may » 
be preſumed to have been able to do, had he bcen 
Living; and ſo much he is obliged to do if he be 
able. He that cannot reſtore that Chaſtity and tr 
nocence which he hath robbed and violated, yet 1s 
he obliged, if he be able, to make all other Amencs 
which the Caſe will bear. He is bound to provide | 
for the Growth of his Folly : and to marry (in cale 
of ſingle Fornication) and endowing the injured 
Perfon, or making luch a pecuniary Recompence as 
he can, and as will be accepted, He that cannot call 
back his Slanders, may do ſomething toward it. Iz 
may publickly confeſs his Fault, beg pardon of the 
injured Perſon, and ſpeak well of him for the time 
to come b 1 Again, 
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Again, where the Perſon is to be found, the 
Reſtitution is to be made to that injured Perfong 
if deceaſed, to his Heir or next akin, as is directed 
by the Law of Moſes, (Numb. 5. 6, 7.) 
In cafe that cansot be done, we have no way left, 
but to pay it to God: I mean, by beſtowing it in 
Works of Piety or Mercy, to the Church or to the 
Poor; for in this Caſe, to them it belongs who mi- 
niſter to God, or who are his Poor, All ſuch 
Goods eſcheat to the Church or Poor, who are 
God's Receivers of all theſe Wef?s and Strayes that 
have no other Proprietor. For as by our Law, ſuch 
things belong to the Lord; ſo it was provided by 


the Law of Moſes, (Numb. 5+ 8.) And the Nature 


of the thing requires that ſo it ſhould be, that theſe 
things ſhould reycrt to God, the great and chief 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, in Works of Piety and 
Charity, Ss | 

Laſtly, in the fourth Caſe, no more is to be ſaid 
than this, that he who is not able to make a full 
Refitution, may yet reaſonably hope, upon his ſin- 
cere Repentance, to be accepted, provided firſt, that 
he do what he can at preſent 3 and that he preſerve 
in himtelf a full Purpoſe of making an entire Reſti- 
tut ion if God ſhould be pleaſed ever to inable him 
ſo to do. ö 

5. That where a Man is able to make Refitutiow, 
he muſt take Care that it bear Proportion to the 
Wrong he hath. done, or elſe he cannot expect his 
Pardon. This is ſtrict Juſtice and indeſpenſible. 
This was provided for under the Law of Moſer, who 
required not only a Sacrifice, but a fifth part to be 


added to the principal, (Numb, 5. 7.) And that, 1 


ſuppoſe, becauſe the injured Perſon was grieved. as 
2 * well 
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well as injured. We are to conſider our Neighbour's 
Wrong to the full extent, both the Lucrum ceſſane, 
and the Dammmum emergens ; the Advantage which 
might have riſen, as well as the Damage ſuſtained» 
And this was alſo conſidered in another Law of 
Moſes, (Exod. 21, 19.) | 

6. Tix Son or the Heir is not obliged to make 
amends for all the Wrongs that his Father or the 
Teſtator hath done, For where the Fault was a 
Perſonal Act only, and did not increaſe his Eſtate, 
or any way involve it, there can be no reaſon that 
the Heir ſhould be chargeable wich it. The Caſe is 
quit: otherwile where the Eſtate is enjoyed by the 
Heir, which was gotten or encreaſed by Robbery 
mW Ofppreſſion, Sacriledge, or any other indirect Means. 

q T here it deſcends cum ſus onere, with its Burden and 

Incumbrance, not to ſay with its Curſe upon it, if 

it be not relieved by Ref7tution. 

7. Where the injured Perſon does accept of ſuch 
Amends as we are able to make, tho' it do not bear 
Proportion to the Wrong we have done, yet 'we 

are diſcharged. For the injurcd have Power to re- 
mit in part or in whole, and then there is no Injury 
done to him that is willing. 

After all, when our Caſe is {till more nice and 
perplexed, we ſhall do well to adviſe with our Spi- 
ritual Guides. | 5 

And becauſe the moſt righteous Man and the moſt 
careful may yet unwittingly do wrong to his Neigk- 
bour, we ſhell do well to hallow and ſeaſon our 
Wealth by plentiful Alm$-2iving, and return by the 
Poor, what we may poſſibly have been faulty ins 

The Jews had a Treſpaß-Off ring, which they called. 

Abam Talui, i, e. à Suſpence-Offering, viz when 

| | they 
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lations for his Sons, who had been feaſting, in which 
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tney doubted whether they had trefpaſſtd or not 
in that Caſe, for greater Security, they brought 
this Offerings And we find Fob making his Ot». 


YC 


we too often tranſgreſs ; For Job ſaid, It may be that 
my Sons have ſinned, and curſed God in their Heart. 
Thus did Fob comtinudll, (Job 1. 5.) 1 

L add, that where our Ijurics have begotters. 
Miſunderſtanding and Enmity in order- to the 
reſtortng our ſelves to God's Favour, we mult. 
be re to our Brother, we muſt forgive 


as we would be- forgiven, and ſeek Peace and 
enſue its 
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